Practitioner's Docket No. 



1418-101 



40iQ88043 



CHAPTER II 



Preliminary Classification: 
Proposed Class: 
Subclass: 

NOTE: "Ail applicants are requested to include a prelim/nary classification on newly filed patent 

applications. The preliminary classification, preferably class and subclass designations, should be 
identified in the upper right-hand corner of the letter of transmittal accompanying the application 
papers, for example 'Proposed Class 2, subclass 129/ " M.P.E.P., § 601, 7th ed. 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER 
TO THE UNITED STATES ELECTED OFFICE (EO/US) 
(ENTRY INTO U.S. NATIONAL PHASE UNDER CHAPTER II) 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE PRIORITY DATE CLAIMED 

PCT/FR00/02550 14 Sep, 2000 16 Sep. 1999 

TITLE OF INVENTION 

PORTABLE DEVICE SUPPLYING TOURIST INFORMATION 



APPLICANT(S) 

ADELAIDE , Jean-Michel ; DESMET , Ben j amin ; PEINTRE , Jean-Marc 
Box PCT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington D.C. 20231 

ATTENTION: EO/US 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) and 1.1 O* 

(When using Express Mail, the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

H deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 * 

□ with sufficient postage as first class mail. B as -Express * - - * — MH r^" 

Mailing Label ^ , E L A □ 1 5 T fcl E A 5 U S 
TRANSMISSION 

□ facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office, (703) 



Date: ^ - Lf£ f ^ 




Signature 

John S. Egbert 



(rype or print name of person certifying) 



* Only the date of filing (§ 1.6) will be the date used in a patent term adjustment calculation, although the date 
on any certificate of mailing or transmission under §1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining 
timeliness. See § 1.703(f). Consider "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" (§ 1.10) or facsimile transmission 
(§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent term adjustment calculations. 
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/VOTF: 7b avo/d abandonment of the application, the applicant shall furnish to the USPTO, not later than 20 
months from the priority date: (1) a copy of the international application, unless it has been previously 
communicated by the International Bureau or unless it was originally fifed in the USPTO; and (2) the 
basic national fee (see 37 C.F.R. § 1.492(a)). The 30-month time limit may not be extended. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.495. 

WARNING: Where the items are those which can be submitted to complete the entry of the international 
application into the national phase are subsequent to 30 months from the priority date the 
application is still considered to be in the international state and if mailing procedures are utilized 
to obtain a date the express mail procedure of 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 must be used (since international 
application papers are not covered by an ordinary certificate of mailing — See 37 C.F.R. § 1.8. 

NOTE: Documents and fees must be clearly identified as a submission to enter the national state under 35 
U.S.C. § 371 otherwise the submission will be considered as being made under 35 U.S.C. § 111. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.494(f). 

I. Applicant herewith submits to the United States Elected Office (EO/US) the following 
items under 35 U.S.C. § 371: 

a. [x] This express request to immediately begin national examination procedures 

(35 U.S.C. § 371(f)). 

b. H The U.S. National Fee (35 U.S.C. § 371 (c)(1)) and other fees (37 C.F.R. § 1 .492) 

as indicated below: 
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CLAIMS 
FEE 


(1) FOR 


(2) NUMBER 
FILED 


(3) NUMBER 
EXTRA 


(4) RATE 


(5) CALCULA- 
TIONS 


□* 


TOTAL 
CLAIMS 


1 5-20 = 




X $18.00 = 






INDEPENDENT 
CLAIMS 


1 -3 = 




X $80.00 = 






MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM(S) (if applicable) 


+ $270.00 




BASIC FEE** 


□ U.S. PTO WAS INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 
AUTHORITY 

Where an International preliminary examination fee as set forth 
in § 1.482 has been paid on the international application to the 

□ and the international preliminary examination report 
states that the criteria of novelty, inventive step (non- 
obviousness) and industrial activity, as aennea in ru 1 
Article 33(1) to (4) have been satisfied for all the 
rtnim^ nrf»<5f»nt#*d in the anolication entcrifiQ the 

national stage (37 C.F.R. § 1.492(a)(4)) $100.00 

□ and the above requirements are not met (37 C.F.R. 






(3 U.S. PTO WAS NOT INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION AUTHORITY 

u/UAfa ha intomatinnal nrolimtnarv f»v ^mination fee 3S Set forth 

in § 1.482 has been paid to the U.S. PTO, and payment of an 
international search fee as set forth in § 1.445(a)(2) to the U.S. 
PTO: 

□ has been paid (37 C.F.R. § 1.492(a)(2)) $710.00 

□ has not been paid (37 C.F.R. § 1.492(a)(3)) ..... $1000.00 
SI where a search report on the international application 

has been prepared by the European Patent Office or 
the Japanese Patent Office (37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.492(a)(5)) $8B0»0 

890 


890 




Total of above Calculations 


= 890 


SMALL 
ENTITY 


Reduction by 1/2 for filing by small entity, if applicable. Assertion 
must be made, (note 37 C.F.R. § 1.27) 


— 




Subtotal 


890 




Total National Fee 


* 890 




Fee for recording the enclosed assignment document $40.00 (37 
C.F.R. § 1.21(h)). (See Item 13 below). See attached "ASSIGNMENT 
COVER SHEET". 




TOTAL 


Total Fees enclosed 


* 890 
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*See attached Preliminary Amendment Reducing the Number of Claims. 
□ Attached is a □ check □ money order in the amount of $ : 



0 Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 89Q 

□ to Deposit Account No. 08-0879 

S to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card information authoriza- 
tion form PTO-2038. 
WARNING: Credit card information should not be included on this form as it may become public. 

IE) Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any overpayment 
in the manner authorized above. 

A duplicate of this paper is attached. 

"WARNING: "To avoid abandonment of the application the applicant shall furnish to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office not later than the expiration of 30 months from the priority date: * * * (2) 
the basic national fee (see § 1.492(a)}. The 30-month time limit may not be extended. " 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.495(b). 

WARNING: If the translation of the international application and/or the oath or declaration have not been 
submitted by the applicant within thirty (30) months from the priority date, such requirements may 
be met within a time period set by the Office. 37 C.F.R. § 1.495(b)(2). The payment of the surcharge 
set forth in § 1.492(e) is required as a condition for accepting the oath or declaration later than 
thirty (30) months after the priority date. The payment of the processing fee set forth in § 1.492(f) 
is required for acceptance of an English translation later than thirty (30) months after the priority 
date. Failure to comply with these requirements will result in abandonment of the application. The 
provisions of § 1.136 apply to the period which is set Notice of Jan. 3, 1993, 1147 O.G. 29 to 
40. 

□ Assertion of Small Entity Status 

□ Applicant hereby asserts status as a small entity under 37 C.F.R. § 1.27. 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. § 1.27(c) deals with the assertion of small entity status, whether by a written specific 
declaration thereof or by payment as a small entity of the basic filing fee or the fee for the entry into 
the national phase as states: 

u (c) Assertion of small entity status. Any party (person, small business concern or nonprofit 
organization) should make a determination, pursuant to paragraph (f) of this section, of entitlement 
to be accorded small entity status based on the definitions set forth in paragraph (a) of this section, 
and must, in order to establish small entity status for the purpose of paying small entity fees, actually 
make an assertion of entitlement to small entity status, in the manner set forth in paragraphs (c)(1) 
or (c)(3) of this section, in the application or patent in which such small entity fees are to be paid. 

(1) Assertion by writing. Small entity status may be established by a written assertion of entitlement 
to small entity status. A written assertion must: 

(i) Be clearly identifiable; 

(ii) Be signed (see paragraph (c)(2) of this section); and 

(iii) Convey the concept of entitlement to small entity status, such as by stating that applicant 
is a small entity, or that small entity status is entitled to be asserted for the application or patent. 
While no specific words or wording are required to assert small entity status, the intent to assert 
small entity status must be clearly indicated in order to comply with the assertion requirement. 

(2) Parties who can sign and file the written assertion. The written assertion can be signed by: 

0 One of the parties identified in §§ 1.33(b) (e.g., an attorney or agent registered with the Office), 
§§ 3. 73(b) of this chapter notwithstanding, who can also file the written assertion; 

(ti) At least one of the individuals identified as an inventor (even though a §§ 1.63 executed oath 
or declaration has not been submitted), notwithstanding §§ 1.33(b)(4), who can also file the 
written assertion pursuant to the exception under §§ 1.33(b) of this part; or 

(iii) An assignee of an undivided part interest, notwithstanding §§ 1.33(b)(3) and 3.73(b) of this 
chapter, but the partial assignee cannot file the assertion without resort to a party identified under 
§§ 1.33(b) of this part. 
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(3) Assertion by payment of the small entity basic filing or basic national fee. The payment, by any 
party, of the exact amount of one of the small entity basic filing fees set forth in §§ 1.16(a), (f), 
(g), (h), or (k), or one of the small entity basic national fees set forth in §§ 1.492(a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), 
(a)(4), or (a)(5), will be treated as a written assertion of entitlement to small entity status even if the 
type of basic filing or basic national fee is inadvertently selected in error. 

(i) If the Office accords small entity status based on payment of a small entity basic filing or basic 
national fee under paragraph (c)(3) of this section that is not applicable to that application, any 
balance of the small entity fee that is applicable to that application will be due along with the 
appropriate surcharge set forth in §§ 1.16(e), or §§ 1.16(1)- 

00 The payment of any small entity fee other than those set forth in paragraph (c)(3) of this section 
(whether in the exact fee amount or not) will not be treated as a written assertion of entitlement 
to small entity status and will not be sufficient to establish small entity status in an application 
or a patent. " 

3. m A copy of the International application as filed (35 U.S.C. § 371(c)(2)): 

NOTE: Section 1.495 (b) was amended to require that the basic national fee and a copy of the international 
application must be filed with the Office by 30 months from the priority date to avoid abandonment. 
"The International Bureau normally provides the copy of the international application to the Office in 
accordance with PCT Article 20. At the same time, the International Bureau notifies applicant of the 
communication to the Office. In accordance with PCT Rule 47.1, that notice shall be accepted by all 
designated offices as conclusive evidence that the communication has duly taken place. Thus, if the 
applicant desires to enter the national stage, the applicant normally need only check to be sure the 
notice from the International Bureau has been received and then pay the basic national fee by 30 months 
from the priority date." Notice of Jan. 7, 1993, 1147 O.G. 29 to 40, at 35-36. See item 14c below. 

a. S is transmitted herewith. 

b. □ is not required, as the application was filed with the United States 

Receiving Office. 

c. □ has been transmitted 

i. □ by the International Bureau. 

Date of mailing of the application (from form PCT/1B/308): 



ii. □ by applicant on (Date) 

4. H A translation of the International application into the English language 
(35 U.aC. § 371(c)(2)): 

a. S is transmitted herewith. 

b. □ is not required as the application was filed in English. 

c. □ was previously transmitted by applicant on (Date) 

d. □ will follow. 
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5. □ Amendments to the claims of the International application under PCT Article 19 

(35 U.S.C. § 371(c)(3)): 

NOTE: The Notice of January 7, 1993 points out that 37 C.F.R. § 1.495(a) was amended to clarify the existing 
and continuing practice that PCT Article 19 amendments must be submitted by 30 months from the 
priority date and this deadline may not be extended. The Notice further advises that: "The failure to 
do so will not result in loss of the subject matter of the PCT Article 19 amendments. Applicant may 
submit that subject matter in a preliminary amendment filed under section 1.121. In many cases, filing 
an amendment under section 1.121 is preferable since grammatical or idiomatic errors may be 
corrected.*' 1147 O.G. 29-40, at 36. 

a. □ are transmitted herewith. 

b. □ have been transmitted 

i. □ by the International Bureau. 

Date of mailing of the amendment (from form PCT/1B/308): 



ii. □ by applicant on (Date) 

c. □ have not been transmitted as 

I □ applicant chose not to make amendments under PCT Article 1 9. 
Date of mailing of Search Report (from form PCT/lSA/210.): 



ii. □ the time limit for the submission of amendments has not yet 
expired. The amendments or a statement that amendments have 
not been made will be transmitted before the expiration of the time 
limit under PCT Rule 46.1. 

6. □ A translation of the amendments to the claims under PCT Article 1 9 

(38 U.S.C. § 371(c)(3)): 

a. □ is transmitted herewith. 

b. □ is not required as the amendments were made in the English language. 

c. □ has not been transmitted for reasons indicated at point 5(c) above. 

7. S A copy of the international examination report (PCT/IPEA/409) 

H is transmitted herewith. 

□ is not required as the application was filed with the United States 
Receiving Office. 

8. □ Annex(es) to the international preliminary examination report No Annexes filed. 

a. □ is/are transmitted herewith. 

b. □ is/are not required as the application was filed with the United States 

Receiving Office. 

9. □ A translation of the annexes to the international preliminary examination report 

a. □ is transmitted herewith. 

b. □ is not required as the annexes are in the English language. 
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10. 0 An oath or declaration of the inventor (35 U.S.C. § 371(c)(4)) complying with 

35 U.S.C. § 115 

a. □ was previously submitted by applicant on (Date) 

b. □ is submitted herewith, and such oath or declaration 

i. □ is attached to the application. 

ii. □ identifies the application and any amendments under PCT Article 

19 that were transmitted as stated in points 3(b) or 3(c) and 5(b); 
and states that they were reviewed by the inventor as required by 
37 C.F.R. § 1.70. 

c. 63 will follow. 

II. Other document(s) or information included: 

11. H An International Search Report (PCT/ISA/210) or Declaration under 

PCT Article 17(2)(a): 

a. 0 is transmitted herewith. 

b. □ has been transmitted by the International Bureau. 

Date of mailing (from form PCT/IB/308): 

c. □ is not required, as the application was searched by the United States 

International Searching Authority. 

d. □ will be transmitted promptly upon request. 

e. □ has been submitted by applicant on (Date) 

12. □ An Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98: 

a. □ is transmitted herewith. 
Also transmitted herewith is/are: 

□ Form PTO-1449 (PTO/SB/08A and 08B). 

□ Copies of citations listed. 

b. □ will be transmitted within THREE MONTHS of the date of submission 

of requirements under 35 U.S.C. § 371(c). 

c. □ was previously submitted by applicant on (Date) 

13. B An assignment document is transmitted herewith for recording. 

A separate □ "COVER SHEET FOR ASSIGNMENT (DOCUMENT) ACCOMPA- 
NYING NEW PATENT APPLICATION" or □ FORM PTO 1595 is also attached. 

HOPPY, Societe a Responsabilite Limitee 

2 rue Gustve Eiffel; Technopole de 1 1 Aube en Champagne 
10430 Rosieres FRANCE 
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14. (xj Additional documents: 

a. □ Copy of request (PCT/RO/101) 

b. E International Publication No. WO 01 /20577 

i. □ Specification, claims and drawing 

ii. (x) Front page only 

c. 0 Preliminary amendment (37 C.F.R. § 1.121) 

d. □ Other 



15. H The above checked items are being transmitted 

a. E before 30 months from any claimed priority date. 

b. □ after 30 months. 

16. □ Certain requirements under 35 U.S.C. § 371 were previously submitted by the 

applicant on , namely: 



AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ADDITIONAL FEES 

WARNING: Accurately count claims, especially multiple dependant claims, to avoid unexpected high charges 
if extra claims are authorized. 

NOTE: "A written request may be submitted in an application that is an authorization to treat any concurrent 
or future reply, requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely submission, 
as incorporating a petition for extension of time for the appropriate length of time. An authorization to 
charge all required fees, fees under § 1.17. or all required extension of time fees will be treated as 
a constructive petition for an extension of time in any concurrent or future reply requiring a petition 
for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely submission. Submission of the fee set forth 
in § 1.17(a) will also be treated as a constructive petition for an extension of time in any concurrent 
reply requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely submission." 37 
C.F.R. § 1.136(a)(3). 

NOTE: "Amounts of twenty-five dollars or less will not be returned unless specifically requested within a 
reasonable time, nor will the payer be notified of such amounts: amounts over twenty-five dollars may 
be returned by check or, if requested, by credit to a deposit account." 37 C.F.R. § 1.26(a). 

£j Please charge, in the manner authorized above, the following additional fees that 
may be required by this paper and during the entire pendency of this application: 

0 37 C.F.R. § 1.492(a)(1), (2), (3), and (4) (filing fees) 

WARNING: Because failure to pay the national fee within 30 months without extension (37 C.F.R. § 1.495(b)(2)) 
results in abandonment of the application, it would be best to always check the above box. 
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□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.492(b), (c) and (d) (presentation of extra claims) 

NOTE: Because additional fees for excess or multiple dependent claims not paid on filing or on later presentation 
must only be paid or these claims canceffed by amendment prior to the expiration of the time period 
set for response by the PTO in any notice of fee deficiency (37 C.F.R. § 1.492(d)), it might be best 
not to authorize the PTO to charge additional claim fees, except possible when. dealing with amendments 
after final action. 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (application processing fees) 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(a)(1H5) (extension fees pursuant to § 1.136(a). 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1 .18 (issue fee at or before mailing of Notice of Allowance, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.311(b)) 

NOTE: Where an authorization to charge the issue fee to a deposit account has been Sled before the mailing 
of a Notice of Allowance, the issue fee will be automatically charged to the deposit account at the time 
of mailing the notice of allowance. 37 C.F.R. § 1.311(b). 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(b) requires "Notification of any change in loss of entitlement to small entity status must 
be filed in the application . . . prior to paying, or at the time of paying . . . issue fee. " From the wording 
of 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(b): (a) notification of change of status must be made even if the fee is paid as "other 
than a small entity" and (b) no notification is required if the change is to another small entity. 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.492(e) and (f) (surcharge fees for filing the declaration 
and/or filing an English translation of an International Application later 
than 30 months after the priority date). 



Reg. No.: 30,627 



Tel. No.: ( 71 3) 224-8080 



Customer No.: 2 4106 




(type or print name of practitioner) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St- f 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 



Houston, Texas 77002 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
APPLICANT: ADELAIDE, Jean-Michel; DESMET, Benjamin; PEINTRE, Jean-Marc 
SERIAL NO.: (International Serial No. PCT/FR00/02550) 
FILED: Herewith (International Filing Date 14 September 2000) 

TITLE: PORTABLE DEVICE SUPPLYING TOURIST INFORMATION 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In conjunction with the filing of the present application, and prior to an initial Official Action 
on this matter, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Please note that the following amendments apply to the attached specification and claims 
labeled for U.S. filing. This combined application incorporates the original application and any 
annex to the International Preliminary Examination Report in the proper order, including the correct 
original and any substitute pages, claims and drawing sheets. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

In Paragraph [0006], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

Besides, in the guiding technology, vehicle guiding devices are already known, which enable 
positioning of said vehicles and/or recommending a particular route to the driver. 

In Paragraph [0018], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

The invention will be better understood when reading the following description, with the appended 
drawings which are part thereof. 

In Paragraph [0019], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 
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Figure 1 is a diagrammatic functional illustration of an embodiment of the device according to the 
invention. 



In Paragraph [0020], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

Figure 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of an embodiment of storage means of the device according 
to the invention. 



In Paragraph [0021], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 
Figure 3 is a detailed diagrammatic illustration showing one of the points of previous Figure 1 . 

In Paragraph [0022], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic algorithm illustrating an operating example of the device according to 
the invention. 

In Paragraph [0040], please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

According to such an embodiment, it can be noted that all the pieces of information on the route or 
tour to follow, regardless of the customization criterion selected, are stored in said storage means 1 . 
The device according to the invention thus enables minimizing the number of information storage 
media compared to a solution according to which, for each customization criterion, one would 
require storage means 1 whereof the content is different. Besides, successive usage of the 
correspondence tables 6, 6' promotes information processing. 

IN THE CLAIMS 
In Claim 1 , please substitute the claim as follows: 

1. (Amended) A mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, comprising: 

a storage means (1), fragmented into sectors (13), each said sector gathering 
information to be supplied and corresponding at least to one given geographic location and showing 
an address; 

a tracking means (2) of said device, capable of delivering so-called positioning 
information, corresponding to the location in which said device is situated; 

a processing means (4), capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least 
the address of the sector of the information to be supplied n relation at least to said positioning 
information, on the basis of one or several correspondence tables (6, 6') comprised in said device and 



-2- 
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associating at least the address of said sector and said positioning information regarding the same 
geographic location; 

a reading means (7) for the information contained in the sector showing the address 
of said reading instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing means (4), so-called 
information selected; and 

a playing means (9), capable of transmitting the information selected in order to 
provide the user with messages regarding at least the geographic location where he is. 

In Claim 2, please substitute the claim as follows: 

2. (Amended) A device according to claim 1, 

wherein pieces of information to be supplied contained in each said sector correspond 
moreover to one or several fields of one or several customization criteria, 

wherein said device further comprises parameterization means (14), capable of enabling the 
user to select the requested field for each customization criterion, and 

wherein said device comprises at least two said correspondence tables (6, 6'), the first table 
(6) associating said positioning information and a so-called comment reference, covering all the 
sectors containing information to be supplied, regardless of the field(s) or selection criteria used, 
regarding the same geographic location, the second table associating said comment reference and 
the address of the sector regarding the information to be supplied in relation to the fields selected. 

In Claim 3, please substitute the claim as follows: 

3. (Amended) A device according to the claim 1, wherein said storage means (1) are removable. 

In Claim 4, please substitute the claim as follows: 

4. (Amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein said processing means are capable of scanning 
permanently the positioning information delivered by said tracking means in order to determine the 
address of the sector of the information to be supplied as soon as one piece of the positioning 
information delivered can be associated with one or several sector addresses. 

In Claim 5, please substitute the claim as follows: 

5. (Amended) A device according to Claim 1, wherein said reading means are capable of being 
actuated as soon as a reading instruction is transmitted to them by said processing means in order 
to take into account the information selected by direct access to said storage means. 



In Claim 8, please substitute the claim as follows: 



8. (Amended) A device according to claim 1 , wherein said tracking means (2) comprises a satellite 
positioning module (22) and/or a ground beacon positioning module (23). 

In Claim 11, please substitute the claim as follows: 

11. (Amended) A device according to claim 1, further comprising means for checking succession 
of pieces of information selected by said reading means (7) capable of authorizing the message to 
be repeated and/or the message to be skipped regarding said means and/or still to pause during the 
delivery of said messages. 

In Claim 12, please substitute the claim as follows: 

12. (Amended) A device according to claim 1, further comprising an additional memory unit (26) 
for storing information intended for providing statistics. 

In Claim 13, please substitute the claim as follows: 

13. (Amended) A device according to claim 1, further comprising an assistance means for the user. 

In Claim 15, please substitute the claim as follows: 

1 5 . (Amended) A device according to claim 1 3 , wherein said assistance means comprises connection 
means to external information communication network. 

IN THE ABSTRACT 
On page 16, please substitute the paragraph as follows: 

A mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, includes: a storage element, 
fragmented into sectors; tracking element of said device, capable of delivering positioning 
information; a processing element, capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least 
the address of the sector of the information to be supplied in relation at least to the positioning 
information, on the basis of one or several correspondence tables included in the device and 
associating at least the address of the sector and the positioning information regarding the same 
geographic location; a reading element for the information contained in the sectors; and a playing 
element, capable of transmitting the selected information, in order to supply to the user messages 
regarding at least the location where they are. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICANT: ADELAIDE, Jean-Michel; DESMET, Benjamin; PEINTRE, Jean-Marc 

SERIAL NO.: (International Serial No. PCT/FR00/02550) 

FILED: Herewith (International Filing Date 14 September 2000) 

TITLE: PORTABLE DEVICE SUPPLYING TOURIST INFORMATION 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES in the PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In conjunction with the filing of the present application, and prior to an initial Official Action 

on this matter, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

In Paragraph [0006], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

Besides, in the guiding technology, vehicle guiding devices are already known, which enable [to 
position] positioning of said vehicles and/or [to recommend] recommending a particular route to the 
driver. 

In Paragraph [0018], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

The invention will be better understood when reading the following description, with the appended 
drawings which are part thereof and among which:]^ 

In Paragraph [0019], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

Figure 1 [illustrates, functionally.] is a diagrammatic functional illustration of an embodiment of the 
device according to the invention. 



In Paragraph [0020], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 
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Figure 2 [illustrates diagrammatically] is a diagrammatic illustration of an embodiment of storage 
means of the device according to the invention. 

In Paragraph [0021], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

Figure 3 [details] is a detailed diagrammatic illustration showing one of the points of previous Figure 
1. 

In Paragraph [0022], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

Figure 4 is [an] a diagrammatic algorithm illustrating an [operation] operating example of the device 
according to the invention. 

In Paragraph [0040], the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

According to such an embodiment, it can be noted that all the pieces of information on the route or 
tour to follow, regardless of the customization criterion selected, are stored in said storage means [1 
and the] L The device according to the invention thus enables [to minimize] minimizing the number 
of information storage media compared to a solution according to which, for each customization 
criterion, one would require storage means 1 whereof the content is different. Besides, successive 
usage of the correspondence tables 6, 6' promotes information processing. 

IN THE CLAIMS 
In Claim 1, the claim has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, comprising: 
[-] a storage means (1), fragmented into sectors (13), each said sector gathering [the] 
information to be supplied and corresponding at least to one given geographic location and showing 
an address[ J; 

[-] a tracking means (2) of said device, capable of delivering so-called positioning 
information, corresponding to the location in which said device is situated[,]; 

[-] a processing means (4), capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at 
least the address of the sector of the information to be supplied n relation at least to said positioning 
information, on the basis of one or several correspondence tables (6, 6') comprised in said device and 
associating at least the address of said sector and said positioning information regarding the same 
geographic location[,]; 

[-] a reading means (7) for the information contained in the sector showing the 
address of said reading instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing means (4), so- 
called information selectedf,] ; and 
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[-] a playing means (9), capable of transmitting the information selected in order to 
provide the user with messages regarding at least the geographic location where he is. 

In Claim 2, the claim has been amended as follows: 

2. (Amended) A device according to claim 1, 

wherein [the] pieces of information to be supplied contained in each said sector correspond 
moreover to one or several fields of one or several customization criteria, 

wherein said device further comprises [moreover] parameterization means (14), capable of 
enabling the user to select the requested field for each customization criterion, and 

wherein said device comprises at least two said correspondence tables (6, 6', the first table 
(6) associating said positioning information and a so-called comment reference, covering all the 
sectors containing information to be supplied, regardless of the field(s) or selection criteria used, 
regarding the same geographic location, the second table associating said comment reference and 
the address of the sector regarding the information to be supplied in relation to the fields selected. 

In Claim 3, the claim has been amended as follows: 

3. (Amended) A device according to the claim 1[ or 2], wherein said storage means (1) are 
removable. 

In Claim 4, the claim has been amended as follows: 

4. (Amended) A device according to [any of the previous claims 1 to 3,] Claim 1, wherein said 
processing means are capable of scanning permanently the positioning information delivered by said 
tracking means in order to determine the address of the sector of the information to be supplied as 
soon as one piece of the positioning information delivered can be associated with one or several 
sector addresses. 

In Claim 5, the claim has been amended as follows: 

5. (Amended) A device according to [any of the previous claims 1 to 4] Claim L wherein said 
reading means are capable of being actuated as soon as a reading instruction is transmitted to them 
by said processing means in order to take into account the information selected by direct access to 
said storage means. 

In Claim 8, the claim has been amended as follows: 

8. (Amended) A device according to claim 1 , wherein said tracking means (2) [consist of] comprises 
a satellite positioning module (22) and/or a ground beacon positioning module (23). 

In Claim 1 1, the claim has been amended as follows: 
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1 1 . (Amended) A device according to claim 1 , further comprising [besides] means for checking [the] 
succession of [the] pieces of information selected by said reading means (7) capable of authorizing 
the message to be repeated and/or the message to be skipped regarding said means and/or still to 
pause during the delivery of said messages. 

In Claim 12, the claim has been amended as follows: 

12. (Amended) A device according to claim 1 , further comprising [besides] an additional memory 
unit (26) for storing information intended for providing statistics. 

In Claim 13, the claim has been amended as follows: 

13. (Amended) A device according to claim 1 , further comprising [besides] an assistance means for 
the user. 

In Claim 15, the claim has been amended as follows: 

15. (Amended) A device according to claim 1 3 , wherein said assistance means [consist of] comprises 
connection means to external information communication network. 



IN THE ABSTRACT 

On page 16, the paragraph has been amended as follows: 

[The invention concerns a] A mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, 
[comprising at least:] includes: a storage [means (1)] element fragmented into sectors[, each said 
sector corresponding at least to one given geographic location and showing an address,]; tracking 
[means (2)] element of said device, capable of delivering [so-called] positioning information, 
[corresponding to the location wherein said device is situated,]; a processing [means (4)]element, 
capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least the address of the sector of the 
information to be supplied in relation at least [said] to the positioning information, on the basis of 
one or several correspondence tables [(6, 6') comprised] included in [said] the device and associating 
at least the address of [said] the sector and [said] the positioning information regarding the same 
geographic location[,]i_a reading [means (7) at least] element for the information contained in the 
[sector showing the address of said reading instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing 
means (4), so-called information selected,] sectors; and a playing [means (9)] element capable of 
transmitting [said] the selected information, in order to supply to the user messages regarding at least 
the location where they are. 
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MOBILE DEVICE TO SUPPLY INFORMATION, NOTABLY FOR TOURISM, TO A USER 

RELATED U.S. APPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not applicable. 

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

Not applicable. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The invention concerns a mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] When traveling, when one wishes to obtain information regarding the location, one may first of 
all look up literary tourist guides. Nevertheless, this solution is rather impractical since it implies turning 
the pages of the guide constantly and dedicating some time to reading said guide. 
[0003] To remedy these shortcomings, It has been suggested to use audio or video tape players in which 
one has loaded tapes with pre-recorded comments on the locations encountered during said travel. 
[0004] It is obvious that such a solution may be cumbersome for the user who would then have to stop 
and switch his player on again constantly to avoid any delay between the information provided and his 
progress on the road. Consequently, as the driver has heard or seen comments too early or too late with 
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respect to the speed of his progress, he does not know where he is any longer and gives up using said 
device. 

[0005] It should be noted that, with the solutions mentioned above, the nature of the information 
available remains limited to the language and/or the subject chosen (history, architecture, gastronomy, 
leisure, ...). 

[0006] Besides, in the guiding technology, vehicle guiding devices are already known, which enable to 
position said vehicles and/or to recommend a particular route to the driver. 

[0007] Nevertheless, such systems are developed for vehicles only and solely regard the route followed 
by said vehicle. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0008] The object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 
tourism, to a user, which remedies the shortcomings mentioned above and enables automatic playing 
of all kinds of information in relation to the location in which the user is. 

[0009] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 
tourism, to a user, able to process numerous types of information. 

[0010] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 

tourism, to a user, which enables to adapt the type of information supplied to the user. 

[0011] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 

tourism, to a user, which can be used on foot as well as in numerous types of vehicles. 

[0012] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 

tourism, to a user, whose operation can be tailored to the user's wishes. 
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[0013] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 
tourism, to a user, able to operate in numerous types of environment. 

[0014] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 
tourism, to a user, whose operation can be adjusted in case of failure. 

[0015] Another object of this invention is to suggest a mobile device to supply information, notably for 
tourism, to a user, whose operation is open-ended to provide the user with assistance services. 
[0016] Other objects and advantages of the invention will appear more clearly using the following 
description, which is given only for exemplification purposes and does not purport to restrict said 
invention. 

[0017] The invention concerns a mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, 
comprising at least: 

- storage means, fragmented into sectors, each said sector gathering the information to 
be supplied and corresponding at least to one given geographic location and showing an address, 

- tracking means of said device, capable of delivering so-called positioning information, 
corresponding to the location in which said device is situated, 

- processing means, capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least the 
address of the sector of the information to be supplied in relation at least to said positioning information, 
on the basis of one or several correspondence tables comprised in said device and associating at least 
the address of said sector and said positioning information regarding the some geographic location, 

- reading means for at least the information contained in the sector showing the address 
of said reading instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing means, so-called selected 
information, and 
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- playing means capable of transmitting said selected information, in order to be supplied 
to the user in the form of messages regarding at least the location where he is.. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0018] The invention will be better understood when reading the following description, with the 
appended drawings which are part thereof and among which: 

[0019] Figure 1 illustrates, functionally, an embodiment of the device according to the invention. 
[0020] Figure 2 illustrates diagrammatically an embodiment of storage means of the device according 
to the invention. 

[0021] Figure 3 details one of the points of previous Figure 1. 

[0022] Figure 4 is an algorithm illustrating an operation example of the device according to the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0023] The invention concerns a mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user. 
[0024] By "mobile" is meant usable for displacement by any means of locomotion, i.e. for example, 
which can be on-board a vehicle, notably an automotive vehicle, or still carded by a user on foot. 
[0025] As illustrated on Figure 1 , the device according to the invention comprises at least storage means 
1, fragmented into sectors, each said sector gathering the information to be supplied and corresponding 
at least to one given geographic location. Besides, each said sector shows an address. 
[0026] The information contained in said storage means depends, notably, on the route or tour that the 
user intends to follow. This information may be derived, for example, from one or several databases 
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wherein the requested information has been selected. The number and the nature of the information 
available will depend, notably, on the capacities of said storage means 1. 

[0027] The mobile device according to the invention also comprises tracking means 2 of said device, 
capable of delivering so-called positioning information 3, 3 f , corresponding to the location wherein said 
device is located. 

[0028] The former still comprises processing means 4, capable of drawing up a reading instruction 5 
containing at least the address of the sector of information to be supplied in relation at least to said 
positioning information 3, 3', on the basis of one or several correspondence tables 6, 6', comprised in said 
device and associating at least the address of said sector and said positioning information 3,3' regarding 
the same geographic location. 

[0029] Still according to the invention, said device comprises reading means 7 for at least the 
information contained in the sector showing the address of said reading instruction 5, which is delivered 
to them by said processing means 4, so-called selected information 8, 8', 8" as well as playing means 9, 
capable of transmitting said selected information. 

[0030] One can also supply messages to the user, notably audio and/or visual messages, regarding at 
least the location where he is, automatically. Moreover, the architecture selected enables to maximize 
the processing operation. 

[0031] Said playing means 9, notably intended for multimedia, consist, for example, of a monitor 10 
and/or earphones 1 1 . They enable to provide, among other things, road maps indicating the position of 
the user, the time remaining to the end of the current route or tour, text information, notably for tourism. 
[0032] Said device has the form, for example, of a casing accommodating at least said storage means 
1, said tracking means 2, said processing means 4, said reading means 7 and/or said playing means 9; 
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10, 11. Said casing 1 2 can, notably, be hand-held and/or suspended from a belt in order to be carried at 
least on foot. It can be fitted with standalone power supply means. 

[0033] According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the information to be supplied contained 
in each said sector correspond to one or several fields of one or several customization criteria such as, 
for example, the language and/or the subject of the messages played. For a given geographic location, 
said storage means will thus comprise, for example, the same message in different languages. They may 
also comprise different messages in relation to the subject selected (history, architecture, gastronomy, 
leisure, ...), whereas each of the messages of the different subjects may be provided besides in different 
languages. 

[0034] As illustrated on Figure 2, when using a customization criterion, such as the language, said 
storage means 1 are divided into tracks 12a, 12b, each corresponding to one field of said criterion, such 
as French, English, German or others, whereas each track 12a, 12b is in turn divided in order to define 
said sectors 13 gathering the information to be supplied and corresponding to a given geographic 
location. When using several customization criteria, the tracks 1 2a, 1 2b corresponding each to a field 
of one of said customization criteria can be divided into successive segments, corresponding each to a 
field of one of the other selection criteria, as often as necessary. 

[0035] The device according to the invention comprises moreover, for example, parameterization means 
14, enabling the user to select the field required for each customization criterion. 
[0036] Such a selection can be made, notably, when using the device, i.e. on a route or tour, by the user 
himself. It also may be made, for example, initially by a hirer, such as a tourist board or others, making 
such devices available to users. 

[0037] Said parameterization means 14 consist, notably, of a keyboard enabling the user, or the hirer, 
to make his selection. Said keyboard can be arranged on said casing properly speaking or connected to 
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said casing via an interface jack. Said parameterization means 14 provide, for example, so-called 
parameterization information 15, to said processing means 4, said parameterization information 15 
depending on the selection made regarding the customization criterion or criteria. 
[0038] As illustrated on Figure 3, said device comprises, for example, at least two said correspondence 
tables 6, 6'. The first table 6 associates, notably, said positioning information 3, 3' and a so-called 
comment reference 16, covering all the sectors 13 containing information to be supplied, regardless or 
the field(s) or selection criteria used, regarding the same geographic location. The second table 6' 
associates, notably, said comment reference 1 6 and the address of the sector 1 3 regarding the information 
to be supplied in relation to the fields selected, on the basis of said parameterization information 15. 
[0039] The processing means 4 may also establish a reading instruction 5 containing the accurate 
address of the sector of the storage means to be used. 

[0040] According to such an embodiment, it can be noted that all the pieces of information on the route 
or tour to follow, regardless of the customization criterion selected, are stored in said storage means 1 
and the device according to the invention thus enables to minimize the number of information storage 
media compared to a solution according to which, for each customization criterion, one would require 
storage means 1 whereof the content is different. Besides, successive usage of the correspondence tables 
6, 6' promotes information processing. 

[0041] Said correspondence tables 6, 6' are, for example, provided initially in said storage means 1 and 
are copied and/or brought close to said processing means 4 when powering up the device at the 
beginning of the route and/or the tour affected. 

[0042] Going back to the example given previously, a correspondence table between the languages 
selected and the tracks 12a, 12b existing on the storage means 1 is this provided initially in said storage 
means, then brought close and/or copied to said processing means 4 when powering up the device. 
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Consequently, during the route and/or tour followed by the user, each time said user is in a geographic 
location for which messages are available in said storage means 1, the positioning information 3, 3' 
provided by said tracking means is associated with a sector of the track affected and the corresponding 
message is played in the language selected. 

[0043] Said storage means 1 are, possibly, removable. They can be, for example optic discs, notably 
versatile digital discs (DVDs) or flash memories, PCMCIA cards or others. 

[0044] Said processing means 4 are, for example, capable of scanning permanently the positioning 
information 3, 3' delivered by said tracking means 2 in order to determine the address of the sector 13 
of the information to be supplied as soon as one piece of the positioning information 3, 3' delivered can 
be associated with one or several sector addresses 13. 

[0045] Said reading means 7 are capable, for example, of being actuated as soon as a reading instruction 
5 is transmitted to them by said processing means 4 to take into account the information selected via 
direct access to said storage means 1 . 

[0046] As illustrated more particularly on Figure 3, said processing means 4 may comprise guiding 
means 17 for the reading means 7, intended for drawing up said reading instruction 5 and capable of 
storing at least the list of the sector addresses 13 already read by said processing means 4 in a memory 
unit 1 8. Simultaneously, said processing means 4 are provided in order to compare the address of the 
sector 1 3 of the information to be supplied with the content of said list, whereby said guiding means 1 7 
are also capable, for their own part, of delivering, to said reading means 7, a reading instruction 5 
containing the address of a sector 1 3 of the storage means 1 containing a standby message to be played 
when the comparison puts in evidence that said sector 1 3 has already been read. 
[0047] Said memory unit 1 8 containing the list of addresses of the sectors 7 already read is situated, for 
example, at said processing means 4. It is updated, notably, via a route information 19 containing the 
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address provided to said guiding means 1 7 via said correspondence tables 6, 6\ Said route information 
19 is processed by a route information module 20 containing said list of sectors already read. In order 
to transmit a comparison message 21 towards guiding means 17 specifying whether the sector 
corresponding to the positioning information 3, 3' provided by the tracking means has already been read. 
[0048] Said standby message consists, for example, of a music and/or text sequence. 
[0049] Said guiding means 17 are capable moreover, possibly, of delivering to the reading means 7 a 
reading instruction 5 containing the address of a sector 13 of the storage means 1 comprising a message 
to be played when said positioning information 3, 3 ? is unknown in said correspondence table(s) 6, 6' 
and/or when no positioning information reaches the device. 

[0050] It may be, notably, the same message as that transmitted when determining a sector address 
already read, of all other types of messages, 

[0051] Said tracking means 2 consist, for example, of a satellite positioning module 22 (GPS) and/or 
a ground beacon positioning module 23, notably a Hertzian, infrared or laser beacon positioning module. 
They enable thus to cover a vast number of different geographic locations, in the countryside, in cities 
or even inside a building. 

[0052] Said processing means 4 may also process first of all the information from the ground beacon 
positioning modules 23. 

[0053] With reference again to Figure 1, it can be noted that the device according to the invention may 
also comprise, for example, a buffer 24, capable of recording at least partially the information selected 
by said reading means 7, of checking said information for integrity and of restoring integrity in case of 
failures, to enable the transmission of said information selected by said playing means 9 after checking 
and possible restoration. 

[0054] Thus, high quality audio or video messages can be provided, continuously and smoothly. 
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[0055] The device according to the invention may also comprise means for checking the succession of 
the pieces of information selected by said reading means 4. Said checking means are capable, for 
example, of authorizing the message to be repeated and/or the message to be skipped regarding said 
means and/or still to pause during the delivery of said messages. Said checking means are actuated, for 
example, at the keyboard. 

[0056] They deliver checking information 25 intended for the guiding means 1 7 to influence the reading 
instruction 5 established. 

[0057] As illustrated on Figure 3, the device according to the invention tray also comprise an additional 
message unit 26 for storing information for statistical purposes. This is, for example, a statistic 
information module receiving statistic information 27 containing the address of the sectors to be read, 
from processing means 4. The statistic processing means may also take into account, possibly, the 
parameterization information 15. 

[0058] With reference to Figure 4, it can be noted that the device according to the invention operates, 
for exemplification purposes, as follows. The processing means 4 scan permanently to detect whether 
positioning information 3, 3' is received from the tracking means 2 and whether it corresponds to a 
message to be delivered, or not, i.e. to the address of one of the sectors 1 3 of the storage means 1 . If such 
is not the case, they then transmit a standby message. Conversely, if such is the case, they examine 
whether the corresponding message has already been read. If the message has already been read, a 
standby message is then also played. If it has not been read, the message corresponding to the geographic 
location associated is played according to the choices made for the selection criterion or criteria. 
[0059] The device according to the invention may also comprise, possibly, assistance means for the user. 
Said assistance means are capable, notably, of causing the information contained in the storage means 
1 to be taken into account, in all or in part, by said reading means 7, independently of the information 
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provided by said tracking means 2, to release the delivery of the messages, in all or in part, at any time 
requested by the user, regardless of his position. Said user can then listen to and/or visualize all the 
information available before, during or after his route or tour. 

[0060] Said assistance means may also consist, among other things, of means for connection to an 
external information communication network, notably the Internet and/or for connection to calling 
centers. Said calling centers may also enable, notably, to download storage means 1 . 
[0061] Obviously, other embodiments, understandable to the man of the art, could also have been 
considered without departing for the framework of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1 . A mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, comprising: 

storage means (1), fragmented into sectors (13), each said sector gathering the 
information to be supplied and corresponding at least to one given geographic location and showing an 
address, 

tracking means (2) of said device, capable of delivering so-called positioning information, 
corresponding to the location in which said device is situated, 

processing means (4), capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least the 
address of the sector of the information to be supplied n relation at least to said positioning information, 
on the basis of one or several correspondence tables (6, 6') comprised in said device and associating at 
least the address of said sector and said positioning information regarding the same geographic location, 

reading means (7) for the information contained in the sector showing the address of said 
reading instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing means (4), so-called information 
selected, 

playing means (9), capable of transmitting the information selected in order to provide 
the user with messages regarding at least the geographic location where he is. 
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2. A device according to claim 1, 

wherein the pieces of information to be supplied contained in each said sector correspond 
moreover to one or several fields of one or several customization criteria, 

said device comprises moreover parameterization means (14), capable of enabling the user to 
select the requested field for each customization criterion, 

said device comprises at least two said correspondence tables (6, 6', the first table (6) associating 
said positioning information and a so-called comment reference, covering all the sectors containing 
information to be supplied, regardless of the field(s) or selection criteria used, regarding the same 
geographic location, the second table associating said comment reference and the address of the sector 
regarding the information to be supplied in relation to the fields selected. 

3. A device according to the claim 1 or 2, wherein said storage means (1) are removable. 

4. A device according to any of the previous claims 1 to 3, wherein said processing means are 
capable of scanning permanently the positioning information delivered by said tracking means in order 
to determine the address of the sector of the information to be supplied as soon as one piece of the 
positioning information delivered can be associated with one or several sector addresses. 

5. A device according to any of the previous claims 1 to 4 wherein said reading means are 
capable of being actuated as soon as a reading instruction is transmitted to them by said processing 
means in order to take into account the information selected by direct access to said storage means. 
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6. A device according to claim 1, wherein said processing means (4) comprise guiding means 
(17) for the reading means (7), intended for drawing up said reading instruction and for storing at least 
the list of addresses of the sectors already read in a memory unit (18), whereas said processing means 
(4) are provided to compare the address of the sector of the information to be supplied with the content 
of said list and said guiding means are provided moreover to deliver, to the reading means (7), a reading 
instruction containing the address of a sector of the storage means (1) comprising a standby message to 
be played when the comparison puts in evidence that said sector has already been read. 

7. A device according to claim 6, wherein said guiding means (17) are moreover provided to 
deliver, to the reading means (7), a reading instruction containing the address of a sector of the storage 
means (1) comprising a message to be played when said positioning information is unknown in said 
correspondence table(s) (6, 6') and/or when no positioning information reaches the device. 

8. A device according to claim 1, wherein said tracking means (2) consist of a satellite 
positioning module (22) and/or a ground beacon positioning module (23). 

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein said processing means (4) process first of all 
information from the ground beacon positioning module (23). 

10. A device according to claim 1, comprising a buffer (24), capable of recording at least 
partially the information selected, of checking said information for integrity and of restoring said 
integrity in case of failures, to enable the transmission of said information selected by said playing 
means (9) after checking and possible restoration. 

14 
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1 1 . A device according to claim 1 , comprising besides means for checking the succession of the 
pieces of information selected by said reading means (7) capable of authorizing the message to be 
repeated and/or the message to be skipped regarding said means and/or still to pause during the delivery 
of said messages. 

12. A device according to claim 1, comprising besides an additional memory unit (26) for 
storing information intended for providing statistics. 

13. A device according to claim 1, comprising besides assistance means for the user. 

14. A device according to claim 13, wherein said assistance means are capable of causing the 
information contained in the storage means to be taken into account, in all or in part, by said reading 
means, independently of the information provided by said tracking means, to release the delivery of the 
messages, in all or in part, at any time requested by the user. 

1 5. A device according to claim 13, wherein said assistance means consist of connection means 
to external information communication network. 
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io'O S ts D ja. „ 1J & jl *5 O 2: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention concerns a mobile device to supply information, notably for tourism, to a user, 
comprising at least: storage means (1), fragmented into sectors, each said sector corresponding at least 
to one given geographic location and showing an address, tracking means (2) of said device, capable of 
delivering so-called positioning information, corresponding to the location wherein said device is 
situated, processing means (4), capable of drawing up a reading instruction containing at least the 
address of the sector of the information to be supplied in relation at least said positioning information, 
on the basis of one or several correspondence tables (6, 6') comprised in said device and associating at 
least the address of said sector and said positioning information regarding the same geographic location, 
reading means (7) at least information contained in the sector showing the address of said reading 
instruction, which is delivered to them by said processing means (4), so-called information selected, 
playing means (9), capable of transmitting said selected information, in order to supply to the user 
messages regarding at least the location where they are. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 
Declaration Pour D,emandes de Brevets Avec Pouvoirs 

French Language Declaration 



En tant qu* inventeur nomme ci-apres, Je declare par le pre- 
sent acte que: 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 



Moo nom, mon domicile, rnon adcesse postale, ma nationality 
soot ceux qui figurent ci-apres, 



My residence, post ottce address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name, 



Je declare que je crois etre Hnventeur original, premier et 
unique (si un seul nom figure sur Je present acte) ou un des 
co-Invent e urs, originaux et premiers (si plusieurs noms fi- 
gurant sur le present acte) du sujet revendique et pour liquet 
un brevet est demande sur la base de I'inventioo intituled: 



I believe ! am the original, first and sole inventor (if oory one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and forwhich a palentis sought on the Invention entitled 

PORTABLE DEVICE SUPPLYING 
TOURIST INFORMATION 



doot la description 

(cocher la case correspondante) 



□ est annexes au present acte. 

□ a ete deposes . 



Numero de serie de la demande 



et modifie-e le 



(si approprie) 



the specification of which 
(check one) 

□ is attached hereto. 

B was filed on 14 Se P» 2000 as 

PCT/FR00/02550 



♦ Application Serial No. 
and was amended on. 



(if applicable) 



Je declare par le present acte avoir examine et compos le 
cootenu de fa description identifier ri-dessus, reverxJicaUons 
y compos, et le cas echeant telle que modify par I' amend- 
ment cfte plus haul 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the coo- 
ten Ls of the above identified specification, indudiog the claims, 
as amended by any amendment referred to above. 



Je recoonais le devoir de divulguer Information qui est en 
rapport avec Texamen de cette demande seloo Trtre 37 du 
Code des Reglements Federaux §1.56(a). 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is ma- 
terial to the examination of this application in accordance with 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulatioos. §1.56(a). 
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French Language Declaration 



Je reve.ndique par le present acle le be.nefce de p.'kxKe 
^trarxjere seton Titre 35. da Code des Eta'.s-U.n'ts. §119 de 
loute deman.de de breve: cu d'atiesiation dYnventeu: e.nu- 
meree d-apres. e! j"a; identify frgaleme.n: a-apres tc*j!e de- 
ma.^ etrangere de breve: ou d*3oestat>on d mventeur ayant 
une dale de dep-i: anterieure a ceMe de la dema.nce pour 
laqueile la pnorite est revendiquee. 



1 hereby cia:m forecn priority benefits under Title 35. United 
States Code. § I 19 of any foreign application's) for paten! or 
inverse's certif-cate listed below and have a!so identified 
be'cv, any foreign application for pa lent o* inventor's certifi- 
ca!e having a "M:ng dale before that of the application on 
which pn-onry is claimed 



Prior foreign applications 



Priori:-/ claimed 
Oot de pnorite 



Qema.ode(s) de t< ev e 


t anteneure(s) dans un autre pays: 


99/1 1 795 


France 


16 Sep. 1999 


(.S'jmiw.-J 




(Oay J>«oorr\ Year Fi^j 
: (J^jr >A>i A-->r^ Oe depOC) 


(Sarr^r) 




(Day ;Mo-u-rVYear FiVrc:) 

( Jc*j r. W^.'Air>i-i Oi 0*p£<) 


(Nu-rr.i>?f} 


(Cojntry) 

(^ys) 


(Day 'MoorrvYea-' F»^) 
(Jcvf->A>s.'A'yvM Oe 0*p0<) 



y 

Qui 

Q 



e 

f>On 

Q 

Non 

Q 

Non 



Je revendVque par Ve present &cie. Ve be-o-e/^ce 3-eVon Trtre 35 
du Code ces Euts-UnJs. §120 de loV.e(s) de^rua/vdeCs) eme- 
ricarnes enumeree(s) d*a.p<e5 et. dans la me-s-ure ou Ve sujet 
de chacurve Oes f ev end ca tons de cer.e d-e^rtaj-vrj-e n*est pas 
d'rvu'C:ue dans la denra.nde arr^ncatn-e anterveure. de la la^on 
Oe.'rne par Je premier paragraph de Trt/e 35 do Code de^s 
Eia!s-Un.*s. §112. je recoonais le cevo'r de cWuVguer l infcx- 
maton pertinent e se'on True 37 du Cod-: des Reg'ements 
FecVkaux. §1.56<a). toute infonrriatcn qu< se pwesente entre 
la dale de ceooi de la derrua.nde anteoe-ure et la date de depot 
de la dernande. so* r^txe-na'e. soil inte^^tooaJe PCT. 



I hereby d aim the be nefti under Title 35. Unhed States Code. 
§120 of a/vy Unrted Slates appfication(s) Hsie-d below and. 
insofar as tn-e subject mane: of each of tve dalms of this 
app«<^a!k>n is not dlsc^os-ed in tne pnor United States appti- 
cation in the manner p^oviced by the first paragraph of Title 
35. United States Cod-e. §112. I ackno-A-Ve-ig-e the duty to 
discVa-se material inform at*>on as defined in TrJe 37, Cede of 
Fe-dera! Re-gu!at*>ons. § 1.56(a) vstiich occurred between the 
filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
international fsling date of this application: 



(^^ f og Da:*) 
{Or.c d-a 0^pc<) 



(Hta!) 



(parealfd. p-e^c:rg. 



(^''csxn S^*.j: No ) 
(.Sc. £< Or^J-^} 



(fjhr< Date) 



-da.nte. 



fSLaxis] 
(^:e-.ted. p-s-^ir-c. 



Je d-e-_(2re par k present ade que tcc:es m~-s decla'a:'KDr^. 
a ma ccr.r.assia.nce. scot vra^es et cue tc-utes ^es dec!arar>c^s 
fa-tes a pa.t»r de rense^grvements cu de sup-posrfons. sor.t 
tenues pc-jr ^tre vra'-es; de plus, toutes ces de-clarat>ons ont 
6te faites en sa chant que de fausse-s de-daratoos \-o'ontaires 
u autre s e-rte-s d-e m-eme nature sent s^^rxreos par une 
a.Trer-ide cu un e.-npnsonr>err>ent. cj les d-oux. sefon la Se-rtion 
1C31. dj Titre 13 de Code des Etats-Unis e: que de sefles 
OecIaraScns de!«t>Ve^ent lajsses peu^ent compromerue la 
va'«d.:e d-3 la demand* ou du brevet delivre. 



I hereby de-da 'e that a'i statements made herein of my own 
knowledge a'e tnje and mat a!l statements made on infor- 
mation a.nd belie? a.'e believed to be true; and further that 
:nese statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
fatse statemenLs and the Ii'<e so made are p-unishabfe by fine 
c<* imprisonment, or both, under Section 1CO! of Title 18 of 
tne Unite-d States Code and that such wiltful (atse statements 
may jeopardize the vaHdCy of tne applicatic-n cw any patent 
issued tnerecn. 
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French Language Declaration 



POUVOIR: En tant qu'invenieur. je designe l'(les) avocat(s) 
et/ou l'(les) agent(s) suivant(s) pour poursuivre la procedure 
de cette demande et traiter toute affaire la concernant supris 
du Bureau des Brevets et de Marques: 

Customer No. 241( 16 
JOHN S. EGBERT-- [Reg. No. 30, 627 ] 

ANDREW W. CHU [Reg. No. 46, fi?.5.] 

AL HARRISON [Reg. No. 31,708] 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor. I hereby 
appoint the following attomey(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith, {list name and reg- 
istration number) 



24106 

PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Adresser toure correspondance a: Send Correspondence to: 

HARRISON & EGBER T , t _ 

^=3^=^53^....^*-. JJMk 412 Main St.. 7th Floor 



Houston, Texas 77002 U.S.A. 



Adresser loute communication telephonkjue a: Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 

(No/77) (Num6ro de l6l6phone) 

John_ j3. Egbert - 

(713) £28>«k0d& 224-8080 



Nom comptet du saul ou premier inventeur j 


Full name of sole or first inventor 

Jean-Michel ADELAIDE 


Signature de l inventeur \ I » If J il Date. 


Inventor's signature Date 

) 


"Domicile I * — 


Residence 

St.Julien les Villas , France 


Nationality 


Citizenship )r 

French pK-A 


Adresse Postale 


Post Orf)ce Address 

10,rue de la Haute Moline 




^_mann .m-.jiiiifin .les villas 

FRANCE 


Nom comptet du second co- inventeur. le cas ecneant 

DESMET Benjamin^ 


Full name ol second joint inventor, if any 

Benjamin DESMET 


Signature de rfwenteur Date 
^^^^ ^ *»-»-4lw/ 


Second Inventor's signature Date 




Res<Jence . „ , 

St.Julien les Villas , France 


Nationalrte 


CrtUw n-rench pKX 


Adresse PostaJe 


Post Office Address 

10,rue de la Haute Molxne 




F-10800 St.Julien les Villas 

FRANCE 



(Foumir les memes renseigrvements et la signature de tout (Supply similar information and signature for third and sub- 
co-inventeur supple mentaire.) sequent joint inventors.) 

(One page of additional inventors) 
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Adresser toute communication telepbonique a: 
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John S. Egbert - . 
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,'elephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 



Third inventor 



N<xn ccxrtpJet du Yr<?:%\ <- * invente-jr 



PF.TNTKF. Jft 




3 c£> 



Full narno ol Tni r dinventcx 

Jean-Marc PEINTRE 



In venter's stature 



Date 



Residence 

St.Julien les Villas,, France 



National** 

F rang a i s e 



Adre^s-e Postage 



TtC^ti compel Cj-j 



co- invent e-jr. !-e c-2-5 ecf%sa--.t 



Crtuensh4p 

French 



Pest 0^>ce A3dre-ss 

10,rue de la Haute Moline 



F-10800 St.Julien les Villas 
FRANCE 
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joint inventor. H any 
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Date 
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